
6/14/2025

1

Thaddeus Pope

Expand Right to 
Die Options for 
Older Americans

1 2

3 4

5 6



6/14/2025

2

85 - 89 

• 70 +    1 in 10
• 1 in 5
• 90+   1 in 3
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many Americans 
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this paper 
outlines their 
EOL options 
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but Pt may not 
be on LST

even with AD may 
still live into 
advance dementia
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>80% at 14d

>50% at 8d

but

capacity no capacity

VSED 
here

capacity no capacity
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late 
dem
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earliness  
 problem

“give up good 
days to avoid 
bad years”

option3 MAID in 
Switzerland
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but capacity no capacity

MAID 
here
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but

capacity no capacity

MAID 
here

those are 
settled options

emerging
options
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option5 VSED by AD

complete AD
today

future

clinical 
triggers
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functional 
triggers

avoids earliness 

problem
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VSED only when Pt 

reaches intolerable 

conditions but

option6
VSED by 

surrogate

most Pts 
lack ADs  
   including VSED ADs
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not patient 

asking VSED

substitute 
decision 
maker

avoids earliness 

problem but

option7
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MAID
12 states

capacity 
    +
terminal illness but

capacity → 

   no terminal illness
terminal illness →   
   no capacity
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those are 
emerging
options

future
options
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MAID
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preferred 
to VSED but

option9

MAID by AD avoids timing 
problem
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option10 MAID by 

surrogate

patient lacks 
capacity to consent 
to MAID now

patient has    
no MAID AD 
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patient’s surrogate 
judges that MAID 
fits Pt goals, values Sentencia T-057 (2025)

105

Thaddeus Mason Pope, JD, PhD, HEC-C 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law

875 Summit Avenue 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55105

T   651-695-7661

C   310-270-3618

E   Thaddeus.Pope@mitchellhamline.edu

W   www.thaddeuspope.com

B   medicalfutility.blogspot.com

103 104

105


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Expand Right to Die Options for Older Americans
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: “most dreaded diagnosis”
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77
	Slide 78
	Slide 79
	Slide 80
	Slide 81
	Slide 82
	Slide 83
	Slide 84
	Slide 85
	Slide 86
	Slide 87
	Slide 88
	Slide 89
	Slide 90
	Slide 91
	Slide 92
	Slide 93
	Slide 94
	Slide 95
	Slide 96
	Slide 97
	Slide 98
	Slide 99
	Slide 100
	Slide 101
	Slide 102
	Slide 103
	Slide 104
	Slide 105

