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Medical Malpractice -
Error Prevalance

Medical 
Error 

(prevalence)

Iatrogenic

injuries

Injuries induced by 

physician, medical 

treatment, or 

diagnostic procedures

4 major 
reports 1999
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98,000 deaths 
each year from 
preventable 
medical error

2010

Injured

1.4 million

Killed

180,000

Just Medicare 
beneficiaries

Just hospitals
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2013

400,000 
premature deaths from 
preventable harm to patients

2016

250,000 
but understated
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Heart disease 597,689

Cancer 574,743

COPD 138,080

Stroke 129,476

Accidents 120,859

Medical 
Error   
(types)

Malpractice

Litigation
(basic nature)

Goals

Deter unsafe practices

Compensate the injured
Errors

Negligent 

errors
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Errors
Negligent 

errors

Injuries

Errors
Negligent 

errorsInjuries

Claims

Errors
Negligent 

errorsInjuries

Claims

Paid

100,000 patients

4000 adverse events

1000 from malpractice

125 claims (only)

60 compensation

(+ to some of 3000      

non-negligent)

60 compensated claims

20 before lawsuit

35 after lawsuit filed

5 at trial (verdict)

Only claims going to trial 

weaker & MD usually win

Malpractice

Litigation
(prevalence)
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12,000
paid claims   
per year


