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the series partners.



How To Use Webex

If you need technical assistance, call Webex 

Technical Support at 1-866-863-3904.

All participants are muted. Type a question into the Q 

& A panel for our panelists to answer. Send your 

questions in at any time.

If you can hear us through your computer, you do not 

need to dial into the call. Just adjust your computer 

speakers as needed.

This webinar is being recorded. If you arrive late, 

miss details or would like to share it, we will post a 

link to this recording and a copy of slides after the 

session has ended.
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 Attend the Student Network Pre-Conference 

Workshop at the 2016 Public Health Law 

Conference

 Archived webinar recordings are available online

 Public Health Law Career Tool

 Join the Student Network

 Connect with the Student Network on LinkedIn
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Attend the Student Network Pre-Conference Workshop at the 2016 Public Health Law Conference
https://www.networkforphl.org/about_the_network/student_network/student_network_events/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources_collection/2015/01/05/528/public_health_law_career_tool
https://www.networkforphl.org/about_the_network/student_network/join_the_student_network/
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=4707626&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1&trk=grp-name


Your Public Health Law Job:
Where it is and how to get there

Daniel O’Brien

Network for Public Health Law Consultant

Former Principal Counsel

Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene



Maryland Public Health Career Paths 

 U of Md B.S. Psychology 

 American University JD

 No PHL Training 1979

 Maryland OAG – Health

 AAG 8 years  

 Principal Counsel 22 years 

 Hospital System Counsel 

 Network Consultant 

 Hiring Recommendations 

 Approximately 100 hires 

 AAG, staff attorney, interns, 

law clerks, policy positions 

 40% OAG / state agencies 

 20% private practice

 20% unrelated activities 

 10%  regulated industry

 10% judges, elected office  
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Finding Your PHL Job:

Two Routes 

 Theme:  Mary Chapin 

Carpenter’s “Feeling Lucky”

 Single arrow and small 

target –

 Hard to hit.

 Theme:  Rolling Stone’s 

“Satisfaction”

 Multiple arrows and larger 

target –

 Easier to hit.  
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Public Health Law Practice

1. What is it?

2. Where is it?

3. How do you find one for yourself?  
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Three Types of PHL Practice

 Primary PHL Practice 

 “Full Time” Public Health Law Focus 

 Ancillary PHL Practice

 “Part Time” Public Health Law Focus 

 Law Practices with Transferable Skill Sets 

 Minimal “PHL” but opportunity to develop useful skills 
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Why Different Kinds of PHL Practice?

 Lawyers provide wide range of needed services:

 Provide direct advice on specific public health topics 

 Support development of public health laws, regulations, policies

 Defend agency actions in administrative and judicial forums 

 Enforce agency decisions in contested proceedings 

 Assist in contract development & execution 

 Manage personnel related activities and conflicts 

 Negotiate with advocates, policymakers, regulated industries 
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Where are the Primary and Ancillary  

PHL Practice Jobs?  

 Public Health Agencies 

 State, federal, local health departments 

 Program counsel, administrator or regulator 

 Traditional Form of “Primary PHL Practice”

 Executive and Legislative Branch Positions

 Advisor to policy makers with some public health activities

 One form of “Ancillary PHL” Practice 

 Advocacy Organizations and Regulated Industries 

 Counsel, staff, and administrative positions  
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Where Can You Find These  PHL Jobs?

 Agency Postings 

 State, local, federal job postings 

 Not just health departments

 environmental protection, transportation, juvenile justice, consumer 

protection 

 State and local Public Health Organizations 

 ASTHO, NACCHO, Health – Related Organizations 

 Foundations 

 RWJF, Pew, local charities 

 Advocacy Organizations 

 Guns, Tobacco, Food & Drug Safety, Trade Associations 

 Networking & Networking 

 Bar associations, public health conferences, Network for PHL….  
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Two Approaches:  

Single and Multiple Arrows 

 Single Arrow & Narrow 

Target 

 Aiming for Primary or 

Ancillary PHL Practice Job

 Quick Hit

 Timing Key

 Prior Relationship?

 Recommendations very 

useful

 Multiple Arrow & Broad 

Target 

 Aiming for Ancillary PHL 

Job or Unrelated Practice 

Area with Transferable Skill 

Development 

 Longer term strategy

 Networking important 

 Transferable skill 

development strategy 
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Modify 

Your 

Strategy 

As 

Your 

Career 

Evolves:  

Take Multiple Shots as 
Needed!!

 Securing Primary PHL Position 

 Not Impossible 

 Prior relationship a key factor 

 Timing: 2 to 6 months 

 Securing Ancillary PHL Position

 More likely because more open positions 

 Networking important

 Timing:  6 to 24 months 

 Securing Developmental Position 

 Most probable – most job opportunities

 Difficulty – Identifying Transferable Skills

 Timing:  2 to 42 years 
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Practitioner Profile 1:  

Primary PHL Position 

 Education 

 JD with some health focus 

 Joint MPH / JD degree more frequent in recent years 

 OAG – Health Department Entrance 

 Initial Relationship:  intern or law clerk placement 

 Mentoring:  Developed working relationship with OAG staff

 Produced memorable work product 

 Health Department Counsel Role 

 3-25 years 

 Health Related Legal Career 

 Health system counsel or private health care law firm  
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Practitioner Profile 2: 

Ancillary PHL Position  

 Education

 Some health focus but not necessary

 Initial Legal Job 

 Legal Aid, private firm, trade association  

 Public Health Exposure  

 Developed some public health expertise and contacts 

 Ancillary Public Health Practice Position 

 Secures policy position with legislative or executive branch

 Opportunities with advocacy or trade associations  
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Practitioner Profile 3:  

Transferable Skill Route 

 Education 

 Broad range of interests 

 Open to many types of legal positions 

 Early Legal Career  

 No relation to public health

 Objective:  Develop wide range of legal skills 

 Including but not solely litigation activities, client counseling, writing  

 Intentional Health Law Networking 

 Through bar association and pro bono work 

 “Transfer In” Vigilance 

 Uses accumulated skills and networking to secure PHL 

position 
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Moral of the PHL Practice Story 

Skill Development and 

Perseverance Essential 

 Public Health Needs Wide 

Range of Legal Supports

 Traditional legal skills 

 Emerging legal capabilities 

 The PH Workforce is 

Aging and Evolving 

 Lawyers Have Multiple 

Opportunities to Secure 

Public Health Positions 

 New Grads have New 

Skills 

 Keep After the Objective!

The Need Exists and Is 

Growing 
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Career Paths in 

Public Health Law 

and Health Law

Network for Public Health Law

June 1, 2016

Thaddeus Mason Pope, JD, PhD

Mitchell Hamline School of Law



Overview



“That's where the money is.”



Why

health law?



That’s where 

the jobs are



Widely noted 

and measured



Law student 

publications



25



26



27



28



29





Not only law 

student pubs



Legal 

practice 

publications







Financial 

news pubs



36



37



38



But where

exactly are 

these jobs?



Roadmap



Public health law

vs.

Health law

41



Attorney

vs.

Non-attorney
42



Health 

Law



Mostly defined by 

client business, 

not by area of law



Health Law refers 

to law affecting 

“healthcare”   



Healthcare
Services

Medical, nursing, dental . . .

Goods

Drugs, devices, equipment . . . 



18% 

GDP



1 in 5 chance 

you will be in 

health law



Top Employers Statewide

http://mn.gov/deed/business/locating-minnesota/companies-
employers/top-employers.jsp



4 in 
top 10



8 in 
top 20



Non-HC  
entities  
too



Attorney



Litigation

Transactional

54



Can combine

with other 

areas of 

interest
55



3 hot HL    

practice 

areas



Independent 

practice areas

But special rules 

for HC clients



More complicated in HC



Also – local, state, property





Issues 

specific to 

health law



Patient care

Medical malpractice

Fraud & abuse

Health privacy

Credentialing, licensing, 

accreditation
62



Practice 

settings
63



7
examples

64



State

GOV
65







68



Federal

GOV
69





Insurers

71



72



73



Providers

74



7575



Manufacturers

76



77







Professional 

Associations

80





Law 

Firms
82



83



Related & 

overlaps HL

84



Elder 

Law
85



Estate planning

Medical directives

Long-term care



Elderly

childless







Non-

Attorney



JD advantage

JD preferred

91
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Compliance officer

Risk manager

Regulatory affairs

Privacy officer

Ethics consultant
93



Compliance

1 of 5



Compliance = meet 
expectations of 
those who grant us 
money, pay for our 
services, and regulate 
our industry. 





HIPAA Privacy

Foreign Corrupt Practices Act

Stark & Anti-kickback

Sunshine Law







100





102



103



Healthcare fraud 

remains major focus

104



$17 billion recovered 

since 2009

$8 recovered for 

every $1 spent



ACA  6401

“a provider of medical or 

other items or services . 

. . shall . . . establish  a 

compliance program . . .”

106



Separate from legal department



Risk 

Manager
2 of 5



Identify causes of 
accidents

Implement preventive 
measures

Manage claims & 
insurance



Separate from legal department



Regulatory 

affairs
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113



Use legal skill set

Interpreting laws and 
regulations

Technical writing

Problem solving



Pre-Market

Develop test strategy

Post-Market

Review promotional pieces

Review labeling

Assess design, material, 
manufacturing process changes





Separate from legal department



Privacy
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Privacy Rule (2000) - to assure 
protection of individual health 
information



45 C.F.R. 164.530

”A covered entity 
must designate a 
privacy official . . .”



Health care provider that 
conducts certain transactions 
in electronic form 

Health care clearinghouse

Health plan



>500,000







Clinical 

ethics 

consultant
5 of 5





Patients, families, 
and practitioners 
sometimes face 
ethically hard, 
confusing, or 
conflicted choices.



medicineandpublichealth.vanderbilt.edu



Ethics Consultation 
facilitates discussion, 
analysis and 
understanding and 
provides 
recommendations



Also MD, PhD, RN…
But growing JD hiring



Cleveland 

Fellowship in 

Advanced 

Bioethics 

(CFAB)



132

Networking



133





Externships

Residencies

Clinics



Summer

P/T jobs



137



National Bar 
Associations











State Bar 
Association



County Bar 
Association



Specialty 
Association



146

Final 

Word



Your path to health law      
may not be direct   
(and that is okay)



148

Resources









• Columbia HC bioethics law video



153

Thaddeus Mason Pope, JD, PhD 
Director, Health Law Institute
Mitchell Hamline School of Law
875 Summit Avenue 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55105
T 651-695-7661
C 310-270-3618
E Thaddeus.Pope@mitchellhamline.edu
W www.thaddeuspope.com
B medicalfutility.blogspot.com



Question & Answer

Type your question in 

through the Q & A panel
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