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Mass. Med. Society (Nov. 2008)
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“Why they follow the 
instructions of SDMs instead 
of doing what they feel is 
appropriate, almost all cited a 
lack of legal support.”



“Remove the 
__, and I will 
sue you.”















S.B. 1114 
(Mar. 2009)



Cal. Prob. Code 4740

A . . . provider . . . 
acting in good faith . 
. . is not subject to . 
. . liability or to 
discipline . . . .



Cal. Prob. Code 4735

A . . . provider . . . may 
decline to comply with . . . 
decision that requires . . . 
health care contrary to 
generally accepted . . . 
standards . . . .









You may stop LSMT 
for any reason - if 
your hospital ethics 
committee agrees



Treatment 
conflict

Result worthy 
of respect

EC



Corrupt
Biased
Careless
Arbitrary











Consent 
and 

Capacity
Board





HEC as process-
defined safe harbor

Minimum required

Workability
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