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. Action good in itself (not
immoral)

. Intend the good effect (foresee
but not intend bad effect)

. Bad effect not necessary for
good effect

. Proportionality (sufficiently
grave reason to risk bad effect)
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Palliative

Sedation Euthanasia
Intent Sedate Kill
ellnien Administer
drug doses,
Process . lethal drug
titrated to
dose
effect
Outcome Decreased Death

consciousness

Typically
Pt refuses
CANH

Michelle Hargett-Beehee

PSU makes Pt .
dependent

on CANH

California Right to
Know End-of-Life
Options Act

AB 2747 (2008)
Cal. H&S 442




VSED |Voluntarily stopping eating &
drinking
VRFF |Voluntary refusal of food & fluid
PRNH | Patient refusal of nutrition &
hydration
STED |Stopping eating & drinking
\oluntary terminal dehydration

Able to take food & fluid
by mouth

Deliberate decision to stop

Death from dehydration
(7-14 days)

Michael Miller

80yo retired surgeon
End-stage @cer
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Disclosure -

=,
Force feeding is a battery =5

Legal fears -

ungrounded

Undermining
VS.
Confirming

VSED decision
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VSED is not *
assisted suicide

A state-by-state look at the of lowest-rated nursing homes, which the government assigned a
1 star (out of 5) for overall quality.

Percentage of homes in [7] Less than 15%
5\_» each state that got 1 star: i 15-25%

Ve — [l More than 25%

Active

Passive

VSED is not -
abuse / neglect
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CA Right to Know _

End-of-Life
Options Act

AB 2747 (2008)
Cal. H&S 442

Perceptions
matter more

(than actual risks)

NY Palliative Care ,
Information Act

N.Y. Laws ch. 331 (2010)
N.Y. Pub. Health L. 2997-c

14



Thaddeus Mason Pope
Associate Professor of Law
Hamline University School of Law
1536 Hewitt Avenue

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55104

T 651-523-2519

F 901-202-7549

E tpopeOl@hamline.edu

W www.thaddeuspope.com

B medicalfutility.blogspot.com

15



