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if it ain’t broke,

don’t fix it

brain death
is broken

we’re
fixing it
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Roadmap 2 parts

how are
we fixing

What’S 6 problems
broken
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Ehe Washington Post
The Washington Post

“if you’re on life
support, you're
still alive”

problem 2
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“newspaper doesn’t
recognize brain
death ... as a clear
marker of death”

Problem 1

confusion

growing

mistrust
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breathing
on own

retract BD

“raises real and
important questions as
to the confidence that
can be placed in
diagnosis ... death”
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@I]B @']al'lﬂtte @hggﬂ]m' NORTH CAROLINA PASTOR WHO WAS
DECLARED DEAD COMES BACKTO LIFE

|
Doctors pronounced NC dad hrain dead. Then “God can do miracles.
his famly say him moving, wife says

written by Rhoda Gayle | September7, 2022
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8 NEWS August 11, 2022

beyond

Her daughter was declared dead. Despite brain death
hospital objections, she believes she was alive.

U.S. NEWS
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“science trust
has taken a
significant
downward
turn”

There was a boy tending
the sheep. He would
continually go up to the
embankment and shout,
“Help, there’s a wolf!”

Then one day, there really
was a wolf.

But, when the boy shouted,
they didn't believe him - and

Nno ohe Came.
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The Boy Who _Cried -,

The farmers all came
running - only to find

that what the boy said
was not true.

i whole flock was
eaten by the wolf

11



next time that

you tell a parent
their child is dead

Problem 2

mistrust

mismatch
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The Boy Who _Cried -,

problem

medicine
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clinicians do not
assess what
UDDA requires

irreversible cessation

all functions
entire brain

brain dead
people
do stuff

gestate
a fetus
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heal wounds 3  ’ grow
fight infections - sexually mature
stress response regulate temp

UDDA requires
all functions
entire brain

medically dead

Z

legally dead
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clinicians only assess
cessation

some functions
part of brain

legal
standard

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

NEUROLOGY
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Brain death, the determination of brain death,
and member guidance for brain death
accommodation requests

AAN position statement

James A. Russell, DO, MS, Leon G. Epstein, MD, David M. Greer, MD, MA, Matthew Kirschen, MD, PhD, Correspondence
Michael A. Rubin, MD, MA, and Ariane Lewis, MD, on behalf of the Brain Death Working Group JA Russel
j @lahey

Neurology™ 2019;92:1-3. doi:10.1212/WNL.0000000000006750

85

dead

10/28/2022

patient can
satisfy BD

guidelines

“neuro-endocrine

function may be

present”

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

NEUROLOGY
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93

may determine BD

despite function

hypothalamus

irreversible

cessation of
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“not inconsistent

with the whole brain
standard of death”

all functions
of the

entire brain
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Hypothalamﬁ;s

Jahi McMath

Beverly Problem 3
Whitehead

mismatch med/leg
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which guidelines

should clinicians use

to determine BD?

102
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when making

determinations of
irreversible cessation
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“accordance with
accepted medical
standards”
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which medical
standards are

accepted ?
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variability
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[mproving uniformity in brain death

determination policies over time
Ll

Hilary H. Wang, MD ~ ABSTRACT
111

Neurology

February 26,2019; 92 (3) ARTICLE
Variability in reported physician practices for brain death
determination

Sherri A. Braksick, Christopher P. Robinson, Gary S. Gronseth, Sara Hocker, Eelco F.M. Wijdicks,
Alejandro A. Rabinstein
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Research

Original Investigation
Variability of Brain Death Policies in the United States

David M. Greer, MD, MA; Hilary H. Wang, BA; Jennifer D. Robinson, APRN; Panayiotis N. Varelas, MD, PhD;
(GalenV. Henderson, MD; Eelco F. M. Widicks, MD, PhD
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Variability of brain death determination
guidelines in leading US neurologic

institutions
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rejected referrals
b/c not dead
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AAN guidelines not

“accepted medical
standards”
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121

amended
NUDDA

A.B. 424 (2017)
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determination of BD
“must be made in
accordance with ...”
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el Decermining brain death in aduls
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accepted
medical
standards
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problem
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want
religious

“if heart beats,

: they are alive”
exemption

133 134

rejected
elsewhere
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must clinicians
problem

get consent
for BD tests?
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generally,

consent not
required

151 152

variability

uncertainty
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Allen Callaway

6-year-old

“Drowned” July:22, 2016
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“mother has sole authority

to make medical decisions . PrOblem 6

.. including . . . brain :
s R consent for testing?
functionality examinations

157 158

6 problems
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public confusion which med standard

public mistrust religious exemption

mismatch med/leg consent to test
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BD credentials

use checklists

2 independent physicians

use educational tools
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