The World Federation

Right to Die Conference
Ireland 20-21 Sept 2024

V o
NGB Irish Doctors
)End supporting

of Life AID

Ireland

VSED Is an Essential
End-of-Life Option
Despite MAID Progress

9/10/2024

Thaddeus Pope



http://www.endoflifeireland.ie/
http://www.endoflifireland.ie/

9/10/2024

different
EOL option

Voluntarily
Stopping
Eating &
Drinking

Cuirt Uachtarach na hEireann
Supreme Court of Ireland




9/10/2024

“there is no
constitutional right
to commit suicide”

still hastened

her death




9/10/2024

other

advocates

EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
COUR EUROPEENNE DES DROITS DE L'HOMME




9/10/2024

Debbie
Purdy




9/10/2024

not just
advocates




lawyers

maths
teachers

mother
of MSP

9/10/2024

Monica
Cooke

Somerset
magistrate



9/10/2024

Lady
Montagu

even the

aristocracy

N
.

higher
prevalence

46

NETHERLANDS Wadden slands

=
Vlieland
'@‘D‘\P Texel d’.
N Den Helder © \v‘

NORTH SEA

O —===» 30 km
O e 20 miles

48



A GERMANY

Basel  Zurich StGallg '
.

FRANCE

N ™ AUSTRIA
at
BN SWITZERLANG
eointerlaken 2 Ch.ur :||)( Oste
Grindelwald ave:

Lausanne

St Moritz
.

ITALY

49

roadmap

9/10/2024

Ho
Sea of Japan
(East Sea)

‘okohama

. w Shikoku North Pacific
Kyushu Ocean

no MAID
available

=) \/SED



what is

VSED?

able to take food
& fluid by mouth
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VSED matters
even when MAID
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decision
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deliberate choice
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natural loss
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from dehydration
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The NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL of MEDICINE

“ SPECIAL ARTICLE ”

Nurses’ Experiences with Hospice Patients Who
Refuse Food and Fluids to Hasten Death
Linda Ganzini, M.D., M.P.H., Elizabeth R. Goy, Ph.D., Lois L. Miller, Ph.D., R.N

Theresa A. Harvath, R.N., Ph.D., Ann Jackson, M.B.A., and Molly A. Delorit, B.A.
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even if MAID legal

patient ineligible

6-12 month
Prognosis

Huntington’s

Parkinson’s

grievous &
irremediable
suffering

completed
life
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The NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL of MEDICINE

End-of-Life Decisions in the Netherlands over 25 Years

VSED

A0, deaths eligibility
euthanasia

reason VSED can make
patient eligible
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VSED is not only

an alternative
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advantage of combining VSED
and MAID over VSED alone
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waiting available

periods clinician
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even if legally
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practically

WBED reason
accessible
accessible
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even if MAID is legal

advance
re q U EStS even if MAID is accessible

even if patient is eligible
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current situation MAID not a
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concerned
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at future time
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“If assisted dying
was available ... |

would have chosen
itin a heartbeat”
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time to say
goodbye

consistent with
with morals
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5 temporary. fix

STOPGAP

158

makeshift solution
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even with VSED still
authorized

MAID matters
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Action”
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Compassion
in Dying.
Your end oflife; Your way.

Voluntarily stopping eating
and drinking (VSED):

A call for

Voataryspggf e an kg

guidance Zm -
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Clinical Guidelines
2" for Voluntarily
Stopping Eating and

| Jf'v‘ Drinking (VSED)

Nov. 2023
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2022
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HANDREIKING

Zorg voor mensen die stoppen
met eten en drinken om het
levenseinde te bespoedigen

Caring for People
Who Stop Eating
and Drinking to
Hasten the End
of Life

Jan. 2024
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Hospice
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Thaddeus Mason Pope, JD, PhD, HEC-C
Mitchell Hamline School of Law

875 Summit Avenue

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55105

T 651-695-7661

C 310-270-3618

E Thaddeus.Pope@mitchellhamline.edu
W www.thaddeuspope.com

B medicalfutility.blogspot.com
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